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187. Anas Boscuas, L. Ördek (Duck). 
A few were seen in the mountains; and it was found com- 
mon and breeding in the interior. 


188. Taporna RuTILA (Pall.). 
Common throughout the interior. Young birds were found, 
on the 17th May, at Duendje. 


Numbers of Terns were seen on the marsh near Kaisariyeh. 
We did not obtain a specimen ; but they all appeared to belong 
to one species, probably Sterna nigra. 


0 ll es 
~\ ~ II.—Notes on the Trochilidæ. The Genus Thaumatias. 
By D. G. Error, F.R.S.E. &e. 


THe genus Thaumatias is composed of various species of 
Humming-birds which have a close resemblance to each other, 
and possess a plumage for the most part of green and white 
hues—in certain species brilliantly metallic, in others rather 
dull in appearance. The resemblance existing between some 
of them has been the cause of much confusion in their 
nomenclature, as ornithologists, from the want of a sufficient 
series of specimens to assist them in forming an opinion, have 
been unable to discriminate the differences that really exist, 
and so could not satisfactorily recognize the species. The 
present paper, it is hoped, will, by means of the analytical 
table, show the characters by which the species, admitted as 
valid, may be distinguished without difficulty. I trust also that 
the review of their nomenclature may clear away some of the 
confusion that has existed in their synonymy, and restore in 
particular cases the names originally bestowed, and by which | 
the species should be known, although these appellations have 
been permitted for many years to be thrust aside for others 
which had no claim whatever to precedence. 

The genus Thaumantias (afterwards written Thaumatias) 
was instituted by Bonaparte in the ‘ Comptes Rendus,’ 1850, 
vol. xxx. p. 382, to include the Trochilus thaumantias, Linn., 
S. N. 1766, p. 489; but as this species was already the type 
of Brisson’s genus Polytmus, Bonaparte’s name cannot be 
accepted. Mr. Gould, in his monograph, applied the term 
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Thaumatias to an entirely different generic form of the Tro- 
chilide from that indicated by Bonaparte by his type, a form 
for which Reichenbach had established the term Agyrtria, 
with Ornismyia brevirostris, Less., for its type ; and in future, 
therefore, the birds reviewed in this paper should be classed in 
Reichenbach’s genus, with Thaumatias, Gould (nec Bon.), as 
its synonym Thaumantias, Bon., becoming a synonym of 
Polytmus, Brisson. 

The sexes of the members of this genus are alike in plumage, 
except in the case of T. chionurus, the female of which varies 
in aslight degree from the male; and it is probable that in a 
final classification of this family this species may appropriately 
be removed into another genus. I did at one time refer to 
Thaumatias two birds described by my friend Mr. G. N. 
Lawrence as Hupherusa cupreiceps and E. nigriventris (Ann. 
& Mag. Nat. Hist. ser. 4. vol. viii. p. 267, 1871); but I believe 
they are better placed in a genus by themselves, as has been 
done by M. Mulsant in his ‘ Histoire Naturelle des Oiseaux- 
mouches,’ as in several particulars they differ from the genera 
with which they have been associated. [am able to recognize 
twenty-one species (one perhaps doubtful) belonging to the 
genus Thaumatias, and have divided them into three groups, 
characterized by the coloration of their throats and breasts. 
The first of these contains two subdivisions, distinguished 
from each other by the degree of brilliancy observed on the top 
of the head. The second group contains three subdivisions, 
characterized by the coloration of the under tail-coverts. One 
of the chief specific characters among the members of the va- 
rious groups appears to be the coloration of the rectrices, which, 
in the majority of cases, permits the species to be determined 
without much difficulty. Six species have brilliant metallic 
crowns, varying somewhat in the extent of the dispersion of the 
hues towards, or upon, the occiput; three have this part only 
slightly metallic; one has both crown and face covered with 

* [This view of the type of Thaumantias, Bp., we cannot agree to ; 
for it is evident from the Consp. Av. (p. 78) that 7. thaumantzas, Linn., 
apud Bp. = T. albiventris, Less., and therefore = T. tephrocephalus, Vieill., 
apud Elliot (infrà, p. 48). Thus considered, Mr. Gould is correct in his 
application of Bonaparte’s name Thaumantias.—Enp. ] 
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glittering feathers; while the remaining species, nine in all, 
have the crown dull in appearance, metallic hues showing in 
only a very limited degree, even in strong lights. The genus 
is closely allied to Cyanomyia; but I do not agree with M. 
Mulsant in placing such species as T. milleri, T. chionopectus, 
T. viridiceps, T. leucogaster, and T. candidus in the genus Cy- 
anomyta, nor in subdividing the last-named genus into two 
subgenera on account of the hues of their plumage. In 
my opinion, colour alone should. never be made a character 
for establishing a genus in ornithology, especially among the 
Trochilide, the species of which vary so notoriously in the 
different shades of their plumage; and for the same reason I 
do not accept the term Leucolia, given to certain members of 
the genus Thaumaitias. 

The following analytical table will exhibit the more promi- 
nent characters of the species of Thaumatias :— 


A. Throat and breast white. 
a. Top of head brilliantly metallic. 
a'. Bill black. 
ela) purplish bronzes....,........ ea: L T, chionopectus. 
b'. Bill—maxilla black, mandible flesh-colour, 
tip black. 
1. Tail steel-black, median feathers greenish 
| SD . +. we 2 eee 2. T. leucogaster, 
2. Tail greenish grey, barred with brown ) 
near tip; bill long, stout ............ 3. T, viridiceps. 
3. Tail greenish grey, subterminal bar dark 
brown; bill short, weak ............ 4. T. milleri. 
b. Top of head slightly metallic. 
a’. Entire abdomen white. 
1. Tail greenish bronze, with a subterminal 
darki orayna Ee. ae, 5. T. candidus. 
b'. Abdomen and flanks pale rufous ........ 6. T. norrisi, 
c'. Centre of abdomen white. 
1. Tail pale bronze-green,barred with brown, 
ogul TR ed NS eae o Cee 7. T. brevirostris. 
Peelailablue-blacks.................,..- 8 T. compsa: 
B. Throat and breast metallic green. — 
a. Crown of head dull green. 
a’. Under tail-coverts pure white. 
1. Rectrices steel-black,median ones slightly 
tinged with green in certain lights .. 9. T. nigricauda. 
2, Median pair of rectrices golden green, 
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remaining ones have inner webs, 
except tips, black, outer webs metallic 
golden green; all lateral feathers tipped 
with bright metallic golden green .... 10. T. nitidicauda? 
3. Central pair of rectrices bronze-green, 
lateral ones white, apical portion black. 11. T. chionurus. 
6’. Under tail-coverts white, with central brown 
or green streaks. 
l. Median rectrices, except tips, and the 
basal portion of the others bright 
green ; central part of lateral ones black- 
ish, tips grey. Tbroat and breast shining ; 
grass ereen areas eee e Pe 12. T. tephrocephalus. 
2. Median rectrices bronze-green, remainder 
black, with pale tips. Throat and 


breast golden green ene eee 13. T. tobaci. 
3. Tailblack. Throat and breast grass-green, 
with a slight bluish tinge............ 14. T. fluviatilis. 


4. Median rectrices green, tipped with black, 
rest black, tipped with white. Throat 
and breast bright golden green ...... 15. T. apicalis. 
5. Median rectrices green, tipped with 
black, next one on either side bronze- 
green two thirds their length, rest black ; 
remaining feathers green at base, then 
black, with a metallic green spot on the 
tip, which graduates into white on its 
uppenedoe metre. edie a. T 16. T. maculicauda. 
6. Tail bronze-green, lateral feathers with a 
subterminal purplish bronze bar, tips 
ashy grey. Throat and breast glitter- 
ing bluish green. .....esssereseseses 17. T. lucie. 
ce’. Under tail-coverts grey, with a central line 
of bronze-green. 
1. Crown of head and face glittering green.. 18. T. mitidifrons. 
2. Crown of head and back of neck shining’ 
oTeenisht ble), . saan crane ‘19. T. ceruletceps. 
C. Throat and upper part of breast blue. 
a. Tail pale greenish bronze, with a subterminal 
blackish barg.: +... >. Peeters. 20. T. neglectus. 
b. «Dailfsteel-blacki "m 21. T. bartletti. 


The members of this genus have a rather extensive geo- 
graphical dispersion, ranging from and including Mexico 
in the north, through Central America, down the Andes of 
South America as far as Bolivia, and along the northern side 
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of the continent into Venezuela (and some of the islands 
lying contiguous to it), Guiana, and Brazil as far south as 
Rio Janeiro. To review rapidly the distribution of the species 
acknowledged as such in this paper, and commencing at the 
most northern limit, we find that 7. candidus is an inha- 
bitant of Southern Mexico, and ranges through Guatemala 
into Honduras, which country appears to be its southern boun- 
dary. In British Honduras also T. lucie has been procured. 
In Costa Rica the beautiful T. chionurus is found, and is evi- 
dently very common in Veragua and Chiriqui. Proceeding 
southward we come to Columbia, which possesses more spe- 
cies of this genus than any other country. T. milleri is com- 
mon in the vicinity of Bogota, and is said to extend its range 
into the interior towards the head-waters of the Rio Negro. 
From Bogota has also been received the unique specimen 
called by Mr. Gould T. ceruleiceps, and also the rare species 
T. apicalis of the same author. T. tobaci has been ob- 
tained here, and also T. leucogaster, described as ¢erpna, if 
I am correct in referring Dr. Cabanis’s bird to that species. 
Continuing south we find that Ecuador possesses but one 
representative of this genus, T. viridiceps, closely resem- 
bling T. milleri, and differing principally in its larger size. 
Peru contains two species—the T. fluviatilis, dwelling on the 
Rio Napo, the Upper Ucayali, and also in the vicinity of 
Pebas, and the rare T. bartletti, discovered on the Upper 
Ucayali by the collector whose name it bears. Bolivia, the 
most southern of the countries on this side in which any 
species of Thaumatias is found, is the home of T. neglectus, 
brought by D’Orbigny from Yungas and Moxos. Return- 
ing now to the northern part of the continent, and com- 
mencing with Venezuela, we find that T. chionopectus has been 
procured near Merida (whence it was sent by Mr. Goering), 
this species also ranging into Guiana and the island of Trini- 
dad. T. tobaci is also a native of Venezuela, and has been 
procured in the islands of Tobago and Trinidad. It con- 
tinues its range through Guiana as far south as Para; and 
as it has also been obtained in Columbia, the probability is 
that it is an inhabitant of the valley of the Amazons throughout 


40 Mr. D. G. Elhot on the Trochilide. 


its whole extent, passing from the head-waters of the affluents 
of this mighty river into the vicinity of Bogota. T. ni- 
tidifrons has been given as a native of Venezuela; but the 
locality from which the few known specimens came has not 
been ascertained, and it can be deemed only a conjecture 
that this country is its habitat. Trinidad, besides the species 
named, also contains the bird I have called in this paper 7’. 
nigricauda, which apparently ranges along the coast to Bahia ; 
but its precise continental dispersion I do not know. From 
British Guiana Mr. Gould obtained the bird named by him 
T. maculicauda ; and from some part of the same country was 
received T. compsa; but the precise range of both is un- 
known. From Cayenne comes the bird I have named pro- 
visionally T. nitidicauda ; but how far it is distributed, or in 
what precise direction, I am unable to say. Brazil, the last 
country that claims our attention for the birds of this genus, 
is the habitat, besides those already mentioned, of T. tephro- 
cephalus, which inhabits the delta of the Amazons ; and, lastly, 
T. brevirostris is found in the province of Minas Geraes and 
the vicinity of Rio Janeiro. 

In reviewing the various species, I have followed the ar- 
rangement given in the analytical table; and commencing 
with the group having a white throat and breast, the first 
species that presents itself is 


1. THAUMATIAS CHIONOPECTUS. 


Ornismya albirostris, Lesson, Hist. Nat. Ois.-Mouch. p. 212, 
pl. 78. 

Thaumatias chionopectus, Gould, Mon. Troch. v. pl. 293; id. 
Intr. Mon. Troch. 8vo ed. p. 152. 

Hab. Trinidad, Cayenne, Guiana, Venezuela (Goering). 

Lesson undoubtedly had this species before him when he 
described his Ornismya albirostris (l. c.); but why he stated the 
mandible to be white it is difficult to explain. The supposition of 
Mr. Gould that Lesson described from a made-up specimen, 
with the head and body of Thaumatias leucogaster and the tail 
of T. chionopectus, might be correct, if the species were rare ; 
but as Lesson states that it “n’est pas rare.dans les collec- 
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tions,” he probably had more than one example before him, and 
a made-up bird must have been detected, as the tails of the two 
species in question are too conspicuously different, and the plu- 
mage of the body also, for any one to be deceived by a manu- 
factured specimen. There is another reason also against Mr. 
Gould’s supposition: viz., it is quite evident Lesson did not have 
the body of 7. leucogaster before him ; for in his description 
he says, “toutes les parties supérieures d’un vert doré uni- 
forme,” which certainly does not apply to T. leucogaster, which 
has this portion grass-green instead of golden green. ‘The 
difficulty, however, is in the bill; and as Lesson both figures 
the mandible as white, and emphasizes this by calling the 
bird albirostris, it would seem to be best to reject his name 
and adopt that of Mr. Gould, chionopectus ; for of all the 
species composing the group with the throat and breast white, 
the present is the only one that has an entirely black bill, 
and the name albirostris would therefore be in the highest 
degree inapplicable to it. The species is generally met with’ 
in all collections of birds of this family, as it is sent to Europe 
in considerable numbers, being very common in the localities 
it frequents. 

I have a specimen of this bird obtained by Mr. Goering, 
near Merida, Venezuela. 


2. THAUMATIAS LEUCOGASTER. 


Trochilus leucogaster, Gmel. Syst. Nat. tom. i. p. 495. 

Thaumatias leucogaster, Gould, Mon. Troch. v. pl. 294; 
id. Intr. Mon. Troch. 8vo ed. p. 152. 

Agyrtria terpna, Heine, Journ. für. Ornith. 1863, p. 1847 

Hab. Brazil, Cayenne, Bogota? (Lindig). 

Brisson was apparently the first to give a comprehensive 
Latin description of this species, under the name of Melli- 
suga cayennensis ventre albo, which Gmelin supplanted 
by Trochilus leucogaster (l. c.), accepted since his time by 
ornithologists generally. It is easily recognized among the 
members of the group in which I have placed it by its steel- 
black tail, which renders it conspicuously different from all 
its relatives. It is apparently confined in its range to 
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Cayenne, Guiana, and Brazil as far south as Bahia. Hr. Heine 
has described a bird, from the neighbourhood of Bogota, 
brought by M. Lindig, and called it Agyrtria terpna (i. c.). 
I am not acquainted autoptically with it; but I cannot per- 
ceive any thing in the description to separate it from T. leuco- 
gaster : and I have placed its name among the synonyms of the 
present species with a mark of doubt; for of course I do 
not pretend to form any definite opinion until I have had 
an opportunity of examining the type. The measurements 
given are the same as those of T. leucogaster ; and the two 
birds seem to have the same black tail, which is one of the 
chief specific characters of 7’. leucogaster among the members 
of the group to which it belongs. IfI am right in placing 
Hr. Heine’s bird with the present species, its range. must be 
extended over the whole northern part of South America 
from east to west. | 


3. THAUMATIAS VIRIDICEPS. 

Thaumatias viridiceps, Gould, P. Z. S. 1860, p. 807; id. 
Mon. Troch. v. pl. 295; id. Intr. Mon. Troch. 8vo ed. 
p. 152. 

Hab. Ecuador, Citado (Buckley). 

This is a very distinct species, and, although bearing a close 
resemblance to T. milleri, is easily distinguished from it by 
its much larger size and the long strong bill. It was de- 
scribed by Mr. Gould (/.c.) from specimens received from 
Quito. Its exact range in Ecuador has not been ascertained. 


4, THAUMATIAS MILLERI. 

Trochilus milleri, Boure. P. Z. S. 1847, p. 43. 

Thaumatias milleri, Gould, Mon. Troch. v. pl. 296; id. 
Intr. Mon. Troch. 8vo ed. p. 152. 

Hab. Columbia. 

This species,a diminutive form of T.viridiceps, was-described 
by Bourcier (l. c.) from a specimen in the collection of the late 
Mr. Loddiges. In the examples before me, belonging to my 
own collection, there is a great difference in the colour of the 
tail, which in some is greenish grey, like that of T.viridiceps, 
in others is bronze-red. Four specimens have the tails, and 
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also the feathers of the back, of this colour, presenting a very 
different appearance from the colder green back and grey 
tail of the typical style of this species. Two of these red- 
tail specimens are males, with brilliant heads; the others, 
possibly females, have bronzy red heads, the same colour as the 
tail, but with very little metallic lustre, rather dull in fact. 
The colour of the heads of the males is golden green, and not 
grass-green, like typical T. milleri. I do not remember ever 
having seen these differences between examples of this species 
referred to by any ornithologist ; and, although they are very 
great, sufficient to constitute a well-marked race, if not a 
species, yet, mindful of the manner in which birds of this 
family vary in coloration, I hesitate to regard this red form 
as distinct, until at least more ample materials are available 
for comparison, and an increased knowledge of the species 
may enable us to determine the range of the two styles, and 
to ascertain if they have a different dispersion. 

I obtained my red specimens from M. Bourcier ; and they 
are marked as coming from “ New Granada.” 


5, THAUMATIAS CANDIDUS. 


Trochilus candidus, Boure. & Muls. Ann. Sci. Phys. et Agri- 
cul. Lyon, 1846, p. 326. 

Thaumatias candidus, Gould, Intr. Mon. Troch. 8vo ed. 
p. 151; id. Mon. Troch. v. pl. 292. 

Hab. Guatemala (Salvin), Mexico (Sallé), Honduras — 
(Taylor). 

This well-known and rather plainly attired species was 
described by MM. Bourcier and Mulsant (l. c.) from a spe- 
cimen obtained at Coban, in Guatemala. It is not an un- 
common bird in Southern Mexico and Guatemala, in which 
countries numerous specimens have been procured by Messrs. 
Sallé and Salvin respectively. In Honduras it was observed 
by Mr. Taylor, but not in any great numbers; and I believe 
this country is the southern limit of itsrange. In the vicinity 
of Coban this species appears to be more numerous than 
elsewhere. | 
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~+ 6. THAUMATIAS NORRISI. 


Trochilus norrisi, Bourc. P. Z. S. 1847, p. 47. 

4 Thaumatias lerdi, De Oca, La Naturaleza, tom. iii. p. 24, 
SU 

Hab. Bolanos, Mexico (Gould). 

I place this species in the genus Thaumatias ; for if this 
may not be actually its proper place, I know of no more ap- 
propriate one. It evidently has very’little to do with Hemi- 
stilbon, as represented by H. ocat, which is very closely allied 
to Amazilia, and which should probably be allowed to remain 
in that genus. Sefi. De Oca (l. c.) has described a Humming- 
bird, which he saw in a collection in Mexico, as Thaumatias 
lerdi; and, judging from his figure and description, I believe 
it to be the same as T. norrisi, Bourcier. It is unquestion- 
ably a Thaumatias, and is distinguished from T. candidus, to 
which it scems most nearly allied, by the throat and sides 
of the neck covered with metallic golden green feathers, 
and abdomen and flanks pale rufous, which are the chief 
specific characteristics of T. norrisi. In other respects it 
resembles very closely T. candidus. 


7. THAUMATIAS BREVIROSTRIS. 


Ornismya brevirostris, Less. Hist.Nat. Ois.-Mouch. pp. xxxv, 
211, pl. 77. 

Thaumatias brevirostris, Gould, Mon. Troch. v. pl. 298 ; 
id. Intr. Mon. Troch. 8vo ed. p. 152. 

Thaumatias affinis, Gould, Mon. Troch. v. pl. 299 ; id. Intr. 
Mon. Troch. 8vo ed. p. 153. i 

Hab. Brazil, vicinity of Rio Janeiro, and province of Minas 
Geraes. l 

Lesson described and figured this species as quoted above, 
and stated that it came from Guiana, which was an error, 
as it is not found in that country, but is a native of Southern 
Brazil. It is one of the smallest members of the white- 
throated group of this genus, and has the sides of the throat 
and breast more covered with metallic green than is the case 
with any of its relatives of the same section. Indeed the 
white is displayed in the shape of a narrow white line run- 
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ning from the chin to the breast; and in some specimens 
the green feathers encroach upon the throat, only permitting 
the white to appear in spots. This last style Mr. Gould has 
described as distinct in his monograph of the Trochilidæ 
under the name of affinis. He says that Mr. Reeves, of Rio 
Janciro, called his attention to the bird, and stated that it 
had a different note from T. brevirostris, and placed its nest 
in a different situation, although what that was he did not 
inform us. Judging from the skins, of which I have a 
series before me from the vicinity of Rio Janeiro, as well as 
the province of Minas Geraes, I can perceive no difference 
whatever that in my opinion should constitute them distinct 
species. The extent of white on the throat varies considerably 
among the specimens; and in some from the vicinity of Rio 
the throat is quite as fully covered with green feathers as are 
those of specimens from Minas Geraes, while all before me 
from that province exhibit some white upon the throat, and 
do not have this part entirely uniform green, as represented 
in the figures of Mr. Gould’s plate, which therefore is, I 
think, rather apt to mislead in this respect. In his compa- 
rison of T. brevirostris and T. affinis, Mr. Gould says that the 
latter is “ altogether more delicately formed than the T. brevi- 
rostris; has an almost uniform pale green tail, and a breast 
without the slightest appearance of white in the centre.” In 
size the birds from the two localities appear to me to be ex- 
actly alike ; and I cannot perceive any appreciable difference in 
the colour of the tails. I have never seen an example with 
an entirely uniform green throat, all the specimens observed by 
me, from every locality, having some trace of white amongst 
the green. I may add that among my examples are some 
from Minas Geraes, named T. affinis, and others from the 
vicinity of Rio, marked T. brevirostris, obtained from Mr. 
Gould, between which no difference whatever exists in colo- 
ration. I have no hesitation in placing T. affinis among the 
synonyms of T. brevirostris. 


+- 8. THaUMATIAS COMPSA. | 
Agyrtria mellisuga, Cab. & Heme, Mus. Hein. Th. ii. p. 34. 
sp. 71. , 
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Agyrtria compsa, Heine, Jour. für Ornith. 1863, p. 185, 
sp. 19. 

Hab. Guiana. 

This is, apparently, a very distinct species; but I am not 
autoptically acquainted with it. The authors of the ‘ Mu- 
seum Heineanum,’ referred it to the Trochilus mellisugus, 
Linn. ; but Hr. Heine afterwards described it as distinct under 
the name of compsa (l. c.). Although allied to T. brevi- 
rostris, it can easily be distinguished by the blackish-blue 
tail, that of the other species being bronze-green, and also 
by the under tail-coverts, which are said to be shining green 
(uniform ?), those of T. brevirostris being dull green mar- 
gined broadly with white. Hrn. Cabanis and Heine state 
that it is smaller than 7. brevirostris, with a longer bill. 
Dimensions of this kind among birds of this family are not, 
however, of much specific importance ; and the bird will pro- 
bably establish its claim to a separate rank, chiefiy, I imagine, 
by the colour of the tail, a rather unusual one for a species 
belonging to the group in which it finds its place. 


I have had for a long time a Humming-bird belonging to 
this genus, which seems to have escaped the notice of orni- 
thologists, or else to have been confounded with some other 
species. Itis not unfrequently met with in collections; but 
I have been entirely unsuccessful in finding any published 
name for it. I have a series of specimens from Trinidad, 
British Guiana, and Cayenne; and I have also seen an ex- 
ample in Graf von Berlepsch’s collection, the locality of which 
was stated to be Bahia. This would seem to give the species 
a rather extensive range along the eastern coast of South 
America. Belonging to the second group into which I have 
divided the genus, in the subdivision with white under tail- 
coverts, this species differs from all the other members of the 
genus in having, together with pure white under tail-coverts, 
the entire tail a deep blue-black, the median rectrices having 
but the faintest tinge of green only in certain lights, and 
the lateral tail-feathers edged with white at their tips. I 
propose to call this species, having no recorded name by which 
to designate it, 
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9. THAUMATIAS NIGRICAUDA, Sp. NOV. 

Top of head dull green ; nape and back shining grass-green. 
Throat and upper part of breast bright metallic grass-green ; 
flanks dark purplish brown, each feather tipped with metallic 
grass green; but the general appearance of the flanks is much 
duller and darker than the breast, which lies above them like 
a shield. Centre of abdomen, thighs, and under tail-coverts 
pure white. Upper tail-coverts like the back, but witha 
purple tinge. Tail has the two median rectrices black, with 
a very slight tinge of green in some lights, remainder blue- 
black, edged with white on their tips. Wings purple. Bill— 
maxilla black, mandible flesh-colour, tip black. Total length 
34 inches, wing 2, tail 14, bill &. 

Hab. Trinidad, British Guiana (Verreaux); Cayenne (Ver- 
reaux); Bahia (Berlepsch). 


There is a Humming-bird from Cayenne which bears some 
resemblance to the T. tephrocephalus, but is smaller and more 
delicately shaped, has a differently coloured tail and white 
under tail-coverts. I have seen a fair number of specimens 
all resembling each other ; and although I cannot place them 
satisfactorily with any of the described species of Thaumatias, 
yet I hardly feel myself authorized to definitely give them a 
new name with only my present materials to judge from. I 
will point out the differences perceived by me, which per- 
haps may assist some ornithologist with a good series of 
‘Specimens at his command to determine the proper place the 
bird should occupy. The breast and throat are a more golden 
green than that part of T. tephrocephalus; but the chief cha- 
racters which seem to separate them are the colour of the 
under tail-coverts and shape and colour of the rectrices. In 
the Cayenne bird the tail-feathers are narrow and slender, 
the median pair are golden green for their entire length, the 
remaining feathers have the entire inner webs, except the 
tips, black; the outer webs are metallic golden green, this 
hue not extending the entire length of the web on the outer- 
most feather, which is black on both webs below the tip. 
All the lateral rectrices are conspicuously tipped with bright 
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metallic golden green. The bill is red, tip black. This bird 
is about the size of T. tobaci, but the tails of the two are 
entirely different. I have compared it also with the type 
of T. maculicauda, and find the tail-feathers are about the 
same width and length as the rectrices of that species ; and 
in certain points of coloration the two resemble each other 
more closely than any of the other members of this genus; 
but I do not think they belong to the same species. Should 
the bird eventually be ascertained to be distinct, it might be 
known as 10. Thaumatias nitidicauda. 


11. THAUMATIAS CHIONURUS. 
Thaumatias chionurus, Gould, Mon. Troch. v. pl. 3800; id. 
Intr. Mon. Troch. 8vo ed. p. 158. 

Hab. Costa Rica. 

This pretty species, first described by Gould a c.), is a 
native of Costa Rica. In the colouring of the tail it differs 
greatly from all the species of Thaumatias, so much so that 
the term Elvira, proposed for it by M. E. Mulsant, does not 
seem to be altogether needless. A slight difference in the 
coloration of the sexes also separates it from the members of 
this genus. For the present, however, I retain it among 
the species of Thaumatias. There is no difficulty with its 
synonymy; and it cannot be confounded with any of its 
relatives. 


12. THAUMATIAS TEPHROCEPHALUS. 

Trochilus tephrocephalus, Vieill. Nouv. Dict. Hist. Nat. 
xxii. p. 489 (1818). 

Ornismya albiventris, Less. Hist. Nat. Ois.-Mouch. p. 209, 
pl. 76. 

Thaumatias albiventris, Gould, Mon. Troch. v. pl. 301; 
id. Intr. Mon. Troch. 8vo ed. p. 1538. 

Hab. Brazil, Santa Catherina (Bourcier); Delta of the 
Amazon (Gould). 

: Mr. Gould, in his monograph, gives as a reason for Pope 
ing Lesson’s name of O. albiventris for this species, that M. 
Bourcier told him Vieillot’s type of T. tephrocephalus “ was in 
a very bad state, and the feathers of the head much worn 
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and faded, and presenting a grey appearance, which doubtless 
suggested the appellation Vieillot assigned to it, and which, 
being intended to express a feature that does not exist, must 
give place to that of albiventris, applied to it by M. Lesson.” 
This style of reasoning may be correct; but that one natu- 
ralist is at liberty to ignore a name given to a species simply 
because he considers it inappropriate, is not, I think, acknow- 
ledged generally by authors at the present time. Besides, 
the facts are rather against M. Bourcier’s statement, as it 
seems tome. I have examined Vieillot’s type of T. tephro- 
cephalus, which is still in the Paris Museum, and it appeared 
to be in a very good condition. The crown is somewhat 
faded, it is true, but not more so than is perhaps to be ex- 
pected in a specimen exposed to the light for so many years 
as this has been. Yet it is easily perceived that the original 
colour was the same as that of examples more recently pro- 
cured. Vieiliot’s name is, therefore, without doubt, the 
rightful one for the species to bear, and Lesson’s must become 
a synonym, a position it should have always occupied. 
I cannot see any difference in the plumage of the sexes of 
this species. 


+ 18. THAUMATIAS TOBACI. 


Tobago Humming-bird, Lath. Gen. Syn. vol.i. p.781 (1783). 

Trochilus tobaci, Gmel. Syst. Nat. vol. i. p. 498 (1788). 

Ornismya viridissima, Less. Hist. Nat. Ois.-Mouch. p. 207, 
pl. 75. 

Thaumatias linnei, Gould, Mon. Troch. vol. v. pl. 302; id. 
Intr. Mon. Troch. 8vo ed. p. 153. 

Hab. Tobago, Trinidad, Cayenne, Venezuela, Columbia, 
Brazil. 

The proper specific name for this species has always appa- 
rently been a matter of conjecture; and most writers have 
used linnei, under which it was published by Mr. Gould in 
his monograph of the family. So far as I am able to dis- 
cover, the above synonyms properly disclose the more im- 
portant progressive steps taken by authors to bestow a name 
upon this unfortunate little bird, and I propose to take them 
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in the order given. Latham describes, in his ‘ General Syn- 
opsis’ (J. c.), a Humming-bird, which he states he received 
from Tobago, as follows :—“ Length four inches. Bill three 
quarters; colour dusky ; the under mandible yellow, except 
at the tip: head, neck, back as far as the middle, and beneath 
as far as the belly, glossy green: lower part of the back, 
rump, and wing-coverts green, glossed with copper: across 
the lower part of the belly a white bar: thighs white: vent 
and under tail-coverts very pale brown: quills and tail blue- 
black, the last somewhat forked: legs black.” This answers 
excellently for the present species, the chief discrepancy being 
the colour of the under tail-coverts, which in the adult are 
white, streaked with brown. The locality given is also cor- 
rect, being one of those in which the T. linnei, Gould, is 
found. To this bird of Latham, Gmelin, in his ‘Systema 
Nature,’ gave the name of tobaci, changed afterwards by La- 
tham, in his ‘ Index Ornithologicus,’ to tobagensis. In 1829, 
Lesson (l. c.) described and figured the species as Ornismya 
viridissima. Mr. Gould, in his monograph (J. c.), calls the 
bird T. linnei, after the name, as he states, proposed for it 
by Bonaparte in the ‘ Revue et Magasin de Zoologie, 1854, 
p. 255. In the article thus referred to (the “Conspectus 
Trochilorum”), under the genus Thaumantias, Bonaparte 
refers his linnet (no. 245) to Trochilus thaumantias, Linn. 
Now the T. thaumantias of Linneeus is not a Thaumatias at 
all, but the Polytmus virescens, auct. (Linneus’s name having 
been made into a genus, his species required anew one). Of 
this term the linnei of Bonaparte would be a synonym; and 
therefore M. Bourcier, who is responsible for the synonymy of 
T. tobaci in Mr. Gould’s work, was clearly in error in applying ~ 
Bonaparte’s name to it. If Gmelin’s appellation did not have 
the priority, viridissima of Lesson would be the rightful one 
for the species, Bourcier’s objection, advanced by Mr. Gould, 
that the same specific name may not be applied to two birds 
belonging to the same family, even if of different genera, ee 
untenable. 

T. tobaci is a species of rather extensive range, .as it has 
been obtained in Tobago, Trinidad, Guiana, Venezuela, North- — 
ern Brazil, and, as stated by Mr. Gould, in the vicinity of 
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Bogota. From this last locality Mr. Gould has received 
specimens presenting no differences from eastern examples, 
save a trifling increase in the length of the bill and a slight 
tipping of white to the tail-feathers. T. tobaci can be recog- 
nized from its near ally, T. tephrocephalus, by the colour 
of its tail, the lateral feathers of which are black, with 
pale tips. 


14, THAUMATIAS FLUVIATILIS. 
Thaumatias fluviatilis, Gould, Intr. Mon. Troch. 8vo ed. 
p. 154. 

Hab. Rio Napo, Pebas, Peru. 

This rather rare species was described by Mr. Gould as 
above from specimens obtained on the Rio Napo. It has 
also been procured at Pebas by Mr. Hauxwell. It differs 
from its near relatives in the deep grass-green, with a slight 
bluish tinge, of its under surface (deeper in colour even than 
in T. nigricauda, although of a similar shade), also in the under 
tail-coverts, which are brown, margined with white. Itis 
apparently not uncommon in the localities it frequents. 


15. THAUMATIAS APICALIS. 

Thaumatias apicalis, Gould, Intr. Mon. Troch. 8vo ed. 
p. 154. 

Hab. Columbia. 

This appears to be a rare species. I have only seen the 
specimens contained in Mr. Gould’s collection and my own. 
It has a very long bill, and the tail is similar to that of the 
bird I have called T. nigricauda; but the median feathers are 
bright green for two thirds their length, and then black. 
Mr. Gould states that the under tail-coverts are pure white. 
When together they appear so, but on separating them it is 
perceived that their centres are blackish brown, the remaining 
portions being white. 


16. THAUMATIAS MACULICAUDA. 
LThaumatias maculicauda, Gould, Intr. Mon. Troch. 8vo ed. 
p. 154. 
Hab. British Guiana. 
Mr. Gould has, with his usual kindness, placed in my hands, 
E 2 
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for examination and comparison, the type of the present 
species. It is a small bird, and, as stated by its describer, 
has a peculiarly coloured tail, quite different from any other 
species with which I am acquainted, although most nearly 
resembling, as I have already stated, the bird I have pro- 
visionally called Thaumatias nitidicauda. I believe the type 
is unique. 


17. THAUMATIAS Lucia. 

Thaumatias lucie, Lawr. Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phil. 1867, 
p. 233. 

Hab. Honduras. 

I do not know this species autoptically. It was described 
by Mr. Lawrence (/. c.) from a single specimen contained in 
a collection of birds formed in various parts of Central 
America; and the type, which is in the National Museum at 
Washington, remains, I believe, unique. Mr. Lawrence says 
that im size and colour of body it is much like T. linnei (T. 
tobact); but the tail is quite different, and closely resembles 
in the colouring of its under surface that of T. chionopectus. 


18. THAUMATIAS NITIDIFRONS. 

Thaumatias nitidifrons, Gould, P. Z.S. 1860, p. 308; id. 
Mon. Troch. vol. v. pl. 297; id. Intr. Mon. Troch. 8vo ed. 
p. 152. 

Hab. Venezuela? 

This is a very distinct and rare species. Besides Mr. 
Gould’s type I have seen but one other, now in the collection 
of Count Turati, at Milan. In its glittering crown and breast 
it is conspicuously different from all the members of this genus, 
being the only one that has both these parts clothed in metallic 
colours. Its habitat is not yet known. 


19. THAUMATIAS CERULEICEPS. 

Thaumatias ceruleiceps, Gould, P. Z. S. 1860, p. 307 ; id. 
Intr. Mon. Troch. 8vo ed. p. 152. 

Hab. Columbia. 

I am indebted to Mr. Gould for the opportunity of ex- 
amining this bird, the type of which is now before me, having | 
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been kindly lent to me by its describer. It represents, in 
my opinion, a very distinct as well as beautiful species of this 
genus, resembling T. milleri in its upper parts, but, on account 
of having the throat and breast green, it cannot be even placed 
in the same group with that bird. In its rectrices it also ex- 
hibits differences of coloration not seen in any other species, 
the entire tail being of a light bronze-green, darkest on the 
median pair of rectrices, graduating to a pale green at the 
tips, and without the subterminal brown bar observed in most 
of the species with light tails. The bill is long and slender ; 
maxilla black, mandible flesh-colour, tip brownish black. I 
believe the type is unique, although it is now a long time 
since it was described, and the acquisition of other specimens 
is much to be desired. 


~ 20. THAUMATIAS NEGLECTUS. 


Thaumatias neglectus, Elliot, Ibis, 1877, p. 140. 

Hab. Yungas and Moxos, Bolivia. 

This species, lately described by me 1n this Journal, together 
with the following one, constitute the third section of this 
genus, with the throat and upper part of breast blue. 
It was discovered by D’Orbigny, and the types, which are 
unique, are in the Paris Museum. When perfect specimens 
are obtained it will doubtless prove to be one of the most 
beautiful members of the genus to which it belongs. 


21. THAUMATIAS BARTLETTI. 

Thaumatias bartletti, Gould; Sclat. & Salv. P. Z. S. 1866, 
p. 194. 

Hab. Peru. 

This fine species was obtained by Mr. Bartlett on the Upper 
Ucayali, in Peru. It is remarkable for having the throat and 
breast a violet-blue, instead of green. The few specimens 
brought by its discoverer are the only ones, so far as I am 
aware, that have ever reached Europe; and in collections this 
bird is very rare and in many cases a desideratum. 


